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NEWS RELEASES 

Activity rate increased as 
compared to the previous 
quarter 

The number of persons not 
working per 1000 of em-
ployed persons dropped as 
compared to the previous 
quarter  

 

Information on the labour market in the third      
quarter of 2019 (preliminary data) 
   

The results of the labour force survey (LFS) indicate that 
in the third quarter of 2019, economically active persons 
constituted 56.7% of the population aged 15 years and 
more. Compared to the previous quarter, the rate in-
creased by 0.5 percentage point, whereas in respect to 
the third quarter of 2018 it stayed at similar level (a drop 
by 0.1 percentage point). 

 

Economic activity of the population aged 15 years and more by the LFS 

In the third quarter of 2019, the number of economically active population aged 15 years and 
more comprised 17151 thousand persons, of which 16619 thousand constituted employed 
persons, while 532 thousand constituted the unemployed. The population of economically 
inactive persons comprised 13124 thousand. 

The number of the economically active increased as compared to the second quarter of 2019 
(a growth by 120 thous.), while it decreased as compared the same period of the previous 
year (a drop by 128 thous.). The number of economically inactive persons dropped as com-
pared to both: the previous quarter and the same period of the 2018. 

The indicator describing the relation between the number of non-working persons (unem-
ployed and economically inactive aged 15 years and more) and the number of employed  
persons decreased as compared to both: the previous quarter and the same period of the 
previous year. In the third quarter of 2019, there were 822 unemployed or economically inac-
tive persons per 1000 employed persons (in the third quarter of 2018 and in the second 
quarter of 2019 it was respectively 831 and 837 persons).  

Chart 1. Activity rate for persons aged 15 years and more  
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Activity rate (by LFS) 
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Employment rate is still 
evidently higher in the male 
population than among 
women 

 

Employment rate increased 
as compared to the previous 
quarter 

In the third quarter 2019, employed persons constituted 
54.9% of the population aged 15 years and more. Com-
pared to the second quarter of 2019, as well as over the 
year the rate increased respectively by 0.5 percentage 
point and by 0.3 percentage point. 

 

 

Employed persons aged 15 years and more by the LFS 

In the third quarter of 2019, the population of employed persons aged 15 years and more 
comprised 16619 thousand and it increased as compared to the previous quarter, whereas it 
stayed at the same level over the year. 

A growth in the number of employed persons was observed as compared to the previous 
quarter irrespective of both: sex and the place of residence. Over the year, the number of the 
employed decreased among women, while it increased among men. Whereas, as regards the 
place of residence, a growth in the number of the employed was recorded in rural areas, 
while a drop was observed in urban areas. 

Still men dominate among the total number of the employed – in the third quarter of 2019, 
their share in this population amounted to 55.4%.  

Employment rate increased as compared to the previous quarter. A growth was observed 
irrespective of both sex and place of residence (the highest one – 0.9 percentage point was 
recorded for the male population, while depending on the place of residence, in rural areas 
– 0.7 percentage point). Over the year, an increase in the overall rate was influenced mainly 
by a growth in the number of the employed in rural areas, while regarding sex – in the male 
population.  

In the third quarter of 2019, still evidently higher employment rate was observed among men 
(63.7% vs. 46.9% for women). 

Chart 2. The number of the employed and employment rate for persons aged 15 years and more by 
sex  
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Unemployment rate upheld 
a decreasing tendency 

Unemployment rate by the 
LFS was slightly lower in the 
male population than among 
women 

 

In the third quarter 2019, unemployed persons constitut-
ed 3.1% of the economically active population aged 15 
years and more. Unemployment rate dropped as com-
pared to the previous quarter, as well as over the year. 

 

 

Unemployed persons by the LFS 

In the third quarter of 2019, the population of the unemployed amounted to 532 thousand 
and it decreased as compared to both the previous quarter and the same period of 2018. 

A drop in the number of the unemployed observed over the quarter, was observed in respect 
to sex among men, while regarding the place of residence – in rural areas. Slight increases 
were observed among women and in urban areas. A decrease in unemployment over the 
year was observed in all analysed subpopulations; depending on sex it was higher among 
men, while in respect to the place of residence – among rural residents. 

Unemployment rate decreased regarding both: the same period of the last year and the    
previous quarter. Beginning from 2016, a decreasing differentiation in the unemployment 
intensity by sex was observed. In the third quarter of 2019 in the population of women un-
employment rate stayed at the slightly higher level than among men (respectively 3.4% and 
2.9%). 

 

Chart 3. The number of unemployed persons and unemployment rate by sex 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3,1% 
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Registered unemployment rate 
was systematically decreasing 
in the successive years 

Fewer unemployed persons 
were registered in the labour 
offices in the third quarter of 
2019 than a year ago, at the 
same time, fewer unem-
ployed persons removed 
were withdrawn from regis-
ter rolls of labour offices 

Unemployed persons registered in labour offices1 at the 
end of September 2019 constituted 5.1% of the civilian 
economically active population. The registered unem-
ployment rate was lower than the one observed in June 
this year and September of the last year, respectively by: 
0.2 percentage point and 0.6 percentage point. 

 

Registered unemployment  

At the end of September 2019, the number of unemployed persons registered in labour of-
fices comprised 851.2 thousand (including 483.3 thousand women) and it was lower than the 
one observed at the end of the second quarter of 2019 by 25.9 thousand (i.e. by 3.0%) and 
lower by 96.2 thousand (i.e. by 10.2%) as compared to the same period of the previous year. 

A drop in the number of unemployed men and women was observed in the third quarter of 
2019 as compared to the second quarter of 2019, respectively by: 15.1 thousand (i.e. 3.9%) and 
10.8 thousand (i.e. 2.2%). The population of unemployed men and women registered in la-
bour offices decreased also in respect to September 2018, respectively by: 39.1 thousand 
persons (i.e. by 9.6%) and by 57.2 thousand (i.e. by 10,6%). 

 

Chart 4. The number unemployed and registered unemployment rate 
As of the end of a quarter 

 

  

                                                           
1 Information regarding data sources on unemployment and methodological differences between the surveys are available 
online on the Statistics Poland site: http://stat.gov.pl/obszary-tematyczne/rynek-pracy/zasady-metodyczne-rocznik-
pracy/jak-liczymy-bezrobocie,2,1.html 

5.1% 
Registered unemployment rate  

http://stat.gov.pl/obszary-tematyczne/rynek-pracy/zasady-metodyczne-rocznik-pracy/jak-liczymy-bezrobocie,2,1.html
http://stat.gov.pl/obszary-tematyczne/rynek-pracy/zasady-metodyczne-rocznik-pracy/jak-liczymy-bezrobocie,2,1.html
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The percentage of economi-
cally inactive persons aged 
15 years and more decreased 
as compared to the previous  
quarter  

 

Women still constitute 
a majority of the economically 
inactive population 

 

In the third quarter of 2019, economically inactive per-
sons constituted 43.3% of the total number of the popu-
lation aged 15 years and more. The percentage decreased 
as compared to the previous quarter (by 0.5 percentage 
point), and it was similar to the one observed at the same 
period last year (a growth by 0.1 percentage point).  

 

 

Economically inactive persons 

In the third quarter of 2019, the population of persons economically inactive comprised 13124 
thousand. It stayed at the lower level than in the previous quarter (13254 thousand persons) 
and at a similar level as compared to the situation in the last year. 

A drop in the number of this group over the quarter was observed among both men (by 2.0%) 
and women (by 0.3%), while as regards the place of residence among rural residents (by 
1.2%) as well as in urban areas (0.8%). Changes in the number of the economically inactive 
persons depending on sex and the place of residence were also observed over the year. 
Among women and the total of the urban population a growth in the number of this group 
took place (respectively by 0.2% and 0.4%), while among men and the total of the rural popu-
lation – a drop was observed (respectively by 0.7% and 0.9%). Women still constitute a ma-
jority of the economically inactive population (62.1%).  

Among the total number of economically inactive persons, a decided majority constitute 
retirees (56.2%), the second largest group constitute students (15.4%). Whereas in case of 
persons economically inactive at the working age, the most often reasons for inability are: 
family responsibilities (34.2%), illness, disability (25.3%), and education and training (22.5%).  

Chart 5. The percentage of economically inactive persons in the third quarter of 2019 by selected 
reasons for inactivity for the total population and for persons at the working age 

 

 

43.3% 
The share of economically inactive 
persons in the total number of the 
population aged 15 years and more 
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Related information 

Labour force survey in Poland - quarterly publication 

Registered unemployment - quarterly publication 

Other studies containing the results of this research: stat.gov.en → Topics → Labour market  

 

Data available in databases 

Knowledge Databases – Labour market 

Strateg → Statistics by theme → Labour market 

Local Data Bank → Labour market 

 

Terms used in official statistics 

Economic activity  

Employed persons by LFS, Population and Housing Census 2002 and National Census of Population and Housing 2011  

Unemployed persons by LFS, Population and Housing Census 2002 and National Census of Population and Housing 2011  

Registered unemployed persons  
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